Happy New Year, everyone! Whether you are viewing this issue online and scrolling through the unusually long Table of Contents or reading in print and feeling its heft, you have probably already noticed that our January 20th issue is bigger than normal. You may also have noticed that, although it's approaching the fourth week of January, this is the first issue of Cell in 2012. Indeed, Cell will publish 25 issues instead of the normal 26 this year. We skipped the first January issue and are publishing this double issue for two reasons. One is that we noticed the first issue of the new year creates less of an immediate buzz due to vacation and holiday schedules; this felt like a disservice to the authors and the exciting findings in that issue. The other is that it allowed us to take a short break over the holidays, with time away from the biweekly deadlines to spend with family and friends.
We hope that you'll enjoy reading the broad range of papers published in this issue, including cutting-edge advances in primate stem cell technology, how mobile elements sculpt animal genomes, and the progression of pancreatic cancer. You'll also find new insights into the role of transcription factors in DNA replication, the link between the endoplasmic reticulum and neuronal spine development, the contributions of membrane tension to cell polarity, and much more! Going forward this year, you can expect to see individual issues of Cell also get a bit plumper. This change reflects the expanding scope of Cell. Building on our traditional strengths in cell biology, molecular biology, immunology, cancer, omics, neuroscience, and development, we have started to publish seminal papers in evolution, computational and synthetic biology, and human genetics and disease, as well as articles with clinical and therapeutic relevance. The increase in articles is also driven, in part, by an overall growth in high-quality manuscripts submitted to the journal.
In addition to expanding our scope, we're also eager to interact more frequently and directly with our readers. We invite you to engage with Cell and the Cell editors online through the new Cell Facebook page (http://www. facebook.com/CellCellPress). There, you'll find up-to-date highlights of the most recent Cell publications, editorial comments on connections between different papers, biology-based trivia and quizzes, and an opportunity to have a dialog with the editors and other readers. You can also follow our Twitter feed (@CellCellPress) to be the first to learn about the latest issues and online publications. And visit our homepage, http://www.cell.com, to find out the most downloaded papers from the past month, view and contribute to Cell Picture Show, and learn what else is going on at Cell. We'll also be out and about at a large number of meetings this year, including our own series of Cell Press Symposia and LabLinks, so look for us and don't hesitate to say hello! Finally, as always, if you have a paper that you think would be a good fit for Cell, please call or e-mail us. We always answer and are happy to engage in a scientific discussion.
